St. Thomas of Canterbury
Chancellor, Archbishop and Saint

Thomas Becket, born c. 1118, in Cheapside,

London, son of a Norman merchant, rose to

become a dangerous adversary of his king,

Henry I, and one of the most venerated |
medieval Christian saints.

He loved wealth and power,
becommg Lord Chancellor and
the king’s close companion
and friend, assisting him in
asserting royal authority over
the church.

He resisted his appointment
py the king as Archbishop of
Canterbury, but eventually
aﬁreed and dramatically
anged, becoming devout
+ and loyal to church and pope, »
-. undermlnlng royal author =
+ and sacrificing th ' e

s hlp

Becket window in Canterbury cathedral

Archbishop Becket disputing with Henry 11 (C14 depiction)

Four knights took
the king’'s words literally and
on 29 December slaughtered Becket
in Canterbury Cathedral, which rapidly became

~ afocus of prlgnms c|a|m|ng miraculous cures.
N e Becket was swiftly canonlsed
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| S the followmg year and Becket’s
remains were translated from the
- crypt to a magnificent shrine in the T ‘
Tr|n|ty Chape at Canterbu VI 2200 e .
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3 WaII-palntlng c.1490 in the Gmld Chapel .
Stratford_ on-Avon (drawmg by Thomas Flsher 1806)
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Norman-people

